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UNITY COUNCIL SUPPORTS USW HURRICANE VICTIMS

The Unity Council had an excellent meeting and plant 
tour hosted by Local 8586 President Mark Lack and 
District 13 Director Ruben Garza in Beaumont, TX at the 
end of November. 

Council members discussed challenges in the steel 
industry, especially conditions at each worksite. Key 
issues as we move forward include improving retirement 
for newly hired workers in both Canada and the United 
States. Most mills are running shorthanded. Council 
members agreed that apprentice programs are key to 
ensure safe production, especially as older workers retire. 

There was a lively discussion about the importance of 
finding new ways to involve and spark the interest of 
newer and young workers in our union. The key is to 
listen to and engage newer members and talk about the 
union and our victories.
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District 11 Director Emil Ramirez noted the importance of 
trade rules, and the need for tariffs in the steel industry. 
He noted that there has been a 21% increase in foreign 
steel imports to the United States. “Our safety is to have 
good U.S. steel.”

BARGAINING UPDATE

Local 8065 in Rancho Cucamonga, CA and Local 5442 in 
Selkirk, Manitoba ratified new 3-year collective bargaining 
agreements this past summer. 

In 2018, Local 8339 will begin bargaining a new collective 
bargaining agreement at the Gerdau Specialty Steel Mill 
in Jackson, MI. The existing agreement expires at the end 
of  February. Local 6571 in Whitby, Ontario will also begin 
bargaining for a new collective bargaining agreement. The 
current agreement in Whitby also expires at the end of 
February.



EXPLOSION at Wilton, Iowa

Late on January 20, 2017, there was a serious explosion 
at the Wilton Mill. Three of our members and one 
contractor were injured due to the furnace and slag pit 
area not kept dry. When the hot slag came in contact 
with water a sudden steam expansion occurred, releasing 
explosive energy. American Society for Testing and 
Materials (ASTM) E2349 states that areas provided to 
receive run outs or spills shall be kept dry and free of 
accumulation of liquids. 

The USW Health and Safety Department recommends 
that each facility have a policy or procedures in place 
about liquids in run out areas. Remember, workers have 
the right to stop the job or process if an unsafe act or 
condition is present.

GERDAU WORKERS WORLD COUNCIL

International Coordinator of the Workers World Council 
Loricardo Oliveira joined the Unity Council meeting 
via a Skype call. He related that there were 11 deaths 
at Gerdau facilities in Brazil in the last 12 months 
and that despite fatal accidents, Gerdau continues 
to underestimate health and safety issues. The 
Gerdau Workers’ World Council once more calls on the 
company to form a Joint International Committee on 
Health and Safety. Gerdau workers deserve protection on 
their jobs. 

Whitby’s John Catto and Beaumont’s Mark Lack 
represented Canada and the USA at the recent Gerdau 
Workers World Council meeting in Belo Horizonte, Brazil.  

Rumors persist about the sales at both Rancho 
Cucamonga and Beaumont.

After hurricaine Harvey devastated Beaumont, TX, Unity Council locals donated a total of $16,000 to help our brothers 
and sisters in need. Local 8586 prepared a video of the area post-Harvey, available for viewing at your local union.
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